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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM — FRACCING FORUM 

337. Hon ALISON XAMON to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to the community meetings organised by the Nationals to inform midwest residents about the issues 

surrounding fraccing. Could the minister please confirm whether he instructed the Department of Mines and 

Petroleum to not participate in this forum if Doctors for the Environment Australia would also be presenting?  

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

I thank the member for the question.  

It was put to me that concerns are being expressed by citizens of the northern wheatbelt about some potential 

unconventional gas exploration. It was also put to me that it would be a good idea if somebody was to make 

available to the community the actual facts of the matter as opposed to some of the un-factual information being 

distributed by various groups in that part of Western Australia. Some National Party members put to me whether 

it would be possible for some experts from the Department of Mines and Petroleum to engage in public 

consultation in that part of Western Australia. I readily agreed on the basis that these officers have expertise in 

unconventional gas and can provide quite dispassionate technical explanation on how unconventional gas 

exploration can take place and has been taking place in Western Australia for 50 years. I also discussed with the 

Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association—that is the industry association—whether it was 

prepared to be involved and my understanding is that it was agreeable to that. When it was put to me then, 

however, that there may well be other people coming along to provide a different point of view, I took the view 

that I was not interested in departmental people giving technical information to gatherings where there was going 

to be some political disputation. As that was quite likely to happen, I just did not feel that it was appropriate for 

government officers to be involved in gatherings of that description where there was going to be potentially 

disputation. My approval for officers attending was on the basis that they were providing technical advice to a 

group of people who wanted to know what this actually meant in technical terms. If members want to organise 

other meetings, that is entirely up to them, but that is the reason why I said that I am not interested in my officers 

being involved in meetings where there is likely to be potential conflict between different groups about this 

particular issue. That is the reason why I informed the National Party that if there was going to be that sort of 

potential community disputation, I did not think it was appropriate for Department of Mines and Petroleum 

officers to attend and that they would not be, if that was going to be the case. Whatever has happened since then, 

I am not totally aware. My understanding, perhaps, is that the meetings will go ahead, but I am not absolutely 

sure about that at the present time. But if it is going to be those sorts of meetings, I do not think it is appropriate 

for government officers to attend and to provide that technical advice, which is the reason why they are there. 

 


